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Welcome

ÅAlexandra Stehl 

California State Parks, Deputy Director of Strategic Planning 

and Recreation Services Division



Introductions:
Project Team



Project Overview

ÅThe Alameda-Tesla Classification 
and General Plan project will help 
State Parks add over 3,100 acres to 
the State Parks system. 

ÅAnticipated to take three to five 
years to complete and includes 
multiple phases:

ÁClassification

ÁGeneral Plan

ÁEnvironmental Impact Report



Project Overview

Location

ÅIn the Diablo Range, between 
the cities of Livermore and Tracy. 

ÅAdjacent to the Carnegie State 
Vehicular Recreation Area to the 
east. 

ÅSurrounded by privately owned 
land along the remainder of 
its borders.



Project Overview

Background
ÅState Parks acquired the property in the 

late 1990s with plans for the expansion of 
adjacent Carnegie State Vehicular 
Recreation Area. 

ÅAfter challenges to this plan, in 2021, 
Senate Bill 155 (PRC sec. 5090.42)
ÅAuthorized planning work to determine the 

best use of the land
ÅSpecified that the property shall not be 

designated as a state vehicular recreation 
area
ÅSpecified that the property shall not be 

considered for any future expansion of 
off-highway vehicle recreation.



Your Participation

ÅStakeholder Meetings
ÅOpportunity to share your perspective 

on the project

ÅIdentify potential areas for collaboration, 
or topics of concern

ÅStakeholders include 
ÅRegulatory agencies
ÅLocal agencies
ÅNatural, cultural and historic resource 

advocacy groups
ÅRecreation and access organizations
ÅNeighbors, including resident State Parks 

employees

ÅHelp spread the word about the 
project with your constituency



Your Participation



Project Process



Classification

ÅClassification helps determine the purpose of a park and the range of conservation, 

recreation, and management activities that are appropriate for the park. 

ÅCalifornia Public Resources Code (PRC), Division 5, Chapter 1, Article 1.7 describes the 

primary Classifications for park units:

ÅState Recreation Areas:
ÅState Recreation Area

ÅUnderwater Recreation Area

ÅState Beach

ÅWayside Campground

ÅState Park

ÅHistorical Unit

ÅState Reserves:

ÅNatural Reserve

ÅCultural Reserve

ÅState Seashore

ÅState Wilderness

ÅMarine Managed Area

ÅState Vehicular Recreation Area (PRC Division 
5, Chapter1.25, Article 4)



Classification

ÅCalifornia PRC, Division 5, Chapter 1, Article 1.7 also includes 

three sub-classifications:

ÅNatural Preserve

ÅPreserves biological, geological, or topographical features, processes, or patterns 

that are of significance

ÅCultural Preserve

ÅProtects features such as sites, buildings, or zones which represent significant 

places or events in the flow of human experience in California

ÅWilderness Area

ÅAt least 5,000 acres generally affected primarily by the forces of nature



Classification

ÅOf the primary classifications, four could be applied to the 

Alameda-Tesla Property:

ÅAny primary classification can contain areas sub-classified as a 

Natural Preserve or Cultural Preserve

ÅState Recreation Areas:
Å State Recreation Area

Å Underwater Recreation Area

Å State Beach

ÅWayside Campground

ÅState Park

ÅHistorical Unit

ÅState Reserves:
Å Natural Reserve

Å Cultural Reserve

ÅState Seashore

ÅState Wilderness

ÅMarine Managed Area

ÅState Vehicular Recreation Area (PRC Division 5, 
Chapter1.25, Article 4)







Classification



Project Process



General Plan

ÅDŜƴŜǊŀƭ tƭŀƴ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ 
primary purpose and establishes a 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ 
future. 

ÅGuides day-to-day decision-making 
and serves as the basis for 
developing focused feasibility and 
management plans, specific project 
plans, and other management 
actions necessary to implement the 
goals of the General Plan.



EIR

ÅThe General Plan is considered a project 
under CEQA, requiring an EIR

ÅThe EIR is a complete programmatic 
Environmental Impact Report

ÅAdditional CEQA work is required for 
any project undertaken subsequent to 
the General Plan



Classification: Resource Features Inventory

ÅInforms the initial park classification 
recommendations and includes:

ÅInventory of natural, cultural, and historic 
features on the site

ÅRecreational analysis of the site

ÅCommunity input 



Natural Resources

ÅData sources include:

ÅStudies prepared for the 2016 DEIR on 
Carnegie SVRA

ÅCalifornia Natural Diversity Data Base 
(CNDDB) records

ÅSurveys conducted by consulting firms and 
Parks staff as part of on-going Habitat 
Monitoring System (HMS) surveys and other 
monitoring programs



Natural Resources

Vegetation Communities

ÅPrepared by Parks in 2021 and 2022 
according to the Vegetation Classification 
and Mapping Program (VegCAMP) of the 
California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW). 

Å21 associations were mapped, as well as 
open water, developed and barren areas.  

ÅNon-native grasslands and blue oak 
savannah are dominant, covering about 
70% of the Study Area.   



Natural Resources

Vegetation Communities

ÅSeven of the vegetation types are considered 
sensitive natural community types with a State 
Ranking of 3:

Åneedlegrass grassland
Åvalley oak (woodland and forest and riparian 

forest and woodland)
Åbuckeye
ÅCalifornia sycamore
ÅFremont cottonwood
Ådesert olive
ÅBlack sage-bush mallow

ÅThese sensitive natural communities cover about 
14% of the Study area



Natural Resources

Wetland Delineation

ÅPrepared in 2017, show verified limits 
of waters regulated by the US Army 
Corps of Engineers:

Å0.56 acres of wetlands associated 
with freshwater marsh and seeps

Å23.71 acres of unvegetated other 
waters along drainages



Natural Resources

Wetland Delineation

ÅCDFW has jurisdiction over about 
46.5 acres:

Å34.34 acres of vegetated streambed

Å1.34 acres of unvegetated streambed

Å10.79 acres of riparian vegetation 
beyond the top of bank



Natural Resources

Special Status Plants

ÅOccurrences reported by CNDDB, 
floristic surveys in 2003, 2016, 2021, 
2023, and 2024 (ongoing)

Å11 special status plant species

ÅNo known occurrences of special-
status plants with federal or state 
listing status

ÅRange of sensitivity status under the 
California Rare Plant Ranking (CRPR) 
of the California Native Plant Society 
(CNPS)



Natural Resources

Special Status Plants

ÅFive special status plant species 
encountered in 2021:

ÅBig tarplant

ÅHospital Canyon larkspur

ÅįńŏŒŎō-Œ ŖŎŎŋŋŘ ŒŔōŅŋŎŖńő

ÅSanta Clara thornmint

ÅStinkbells

ÅSix other special status plant species 
are assumed to be present based on 
past records:

ÅCalifornia androsace

ÅCalifornia groundsel

ÅChaparral harebell

ÅĲňłŇŀńŋ-Œ őńňō ŎőłŇňŃ

ÅPhlox- leaf serpentine bedstraw

ÅSylvan scorzonella



Natural Resources

Special Status Plants

ÅTwenty species reported from surrounding area or found in similar habitat 
but not detected in the Study Area:

ÅLarge- flowered fiddleneck

ÅRound- leaved filaree

ÅDiamond-petaled California poppy

ÅLoma Prieta hoita

ÅShowy golden madia

ÅCaper- fruited tropicarpum

ÅAlkali milk-vetch

ÅSan Joaquin spearscale

ÅBig-scale balsamroot

ÅıńŌŌŎō-Œ jewelflower

ÅMt. Hamilton fountain thistle

ÅTalus fritillary

ÅDiablo helianthella

ÅħőńŖńő-Œ ŖńŒœńőō Ņŋŀŗ

ÅShinning navarretia

ÅĸŇŀőŒŌňœŇ-Œ onion

ÅTehama County western flax

ÅChaparral ragwort

ÅĨŀőŋŎœœŀ ĭŀŋŋ-Œ ŋŀłń Ņńőō

ÅSanta Clara red ribbons



Natural Resources

Special Status Animal Species

ÅOccurrences reported by the 
CNDDB, routine HMS surveys 
conducted by Parks, and detailed 
assessments and surveys conducted 
by consultants retained by Parks

Å33 special-status animal species 
reported

ÅIncludes species with federal and 
state listing status, CDFW Species of 
Special Concern (SSC), others 
recognized because of their rarity



Natural Resources

Special Status Animal Species

ÅFive species with federal and state listing 
status (or CDFW SSC) are presumed 
present within the Study Area

ÅCalifornia red- legged frog

ÅCalifornia tiger salamander

ÅAlameda whipsnake* 

ÅFoothill yellow- legged frog*

ÅSan Joaquin kit fox*

ÅDesignated critical habitat for California 
red- legged frog and Alameda whipsnake 
extends over most of the Study Area

*not observed on site



Natural Resources

Special Status Animal Species

ÅThree listed species may be present, 
but essential habitat, such as nest 
locations, has not been confirmed

ÅValley elderberry longhorn beetle

ÅĸŖŀňōŒŎō-Œ hawk

ÅTricolored blackbird

PHOTO CREDIT: NPS/Patrick Myers



Natural Resources

Special Status Animal Species

Å25 additional species known or suspected from the Study Area are considered SSC or 
Fully Protected by CDFW or are protected under other state or federal regulations.

Invertebrates

Åwestern bumble bee

Amphibians and Reptiles

ÅCalifornia glossy snake

Åcoast horned lizard

ÅSan Joaquin coachwhip

Åsilvery legless lizard 

Åwestern pond turtle

Åwestern spadefoot

Birds

Åburrowing owl 

ÅCalifornia horned lark 

ÅFerruginous hawk 

Ågolden eagle

Ågrasshopper sparrow

Åloggerhead shrike

Åprairie falcon

Ånorthern harrier 

Åolive-sided flycatcher 

Åwhite- tailed kite 

Åyellow warbler

Mammals

ÅAmerican badger 

Åfringed myotis 

Åpallid bat 

ÅĹŎŖōŒńōŃ-Œ Łňņ-eared bat 

Åwestern mastiff bat 

ÅYuma myotis 

ÅSan Joaquin pocket mouse 



DRAFT Sensitive 

Biological Resources

NOTE: Map intended to provide a broad overview of sensitive 

resources for preliminary planning purposes only and does not 

show all sensitive biological features, habitats, and movement 

opportunities.  The locations of some mapped features have 

been deliberately obscured and some other highly sensitive 

features such as raptor nest locations have not been included 

on this map because of the risk of drawing public attention to 

them and posing a risk to the resource.


